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I hope that if you find this program acceptable you will do all you 

can to see ikEfc to it that Diem's authority will be fully upheld in your 

absence. We feel that it would be a disaster if the French should unilaterally 

take action which would in effect supplant Diem or so weaken his authority 

as to require his replacement before in fact it was known whether or not 

\ 

there was a substitute program that could be agreed upon by our two 

governments. Ely should realize that the situation is in this respect 

• • 

very delicate and that any attempt by the French to rush us or force our 
hand in fchis matter would almost surely have a generally serious effect 
on US-French relations and in particular a Congressional decision to cut 
off appropriations and to accept the loss of Vietnam on the theory that 
the money and effort can better be spent elsewhere. This might also cut 
off the appropriation for FEC. 


In the event you agree to flying here, to permit your rapid transportation, 

* 

Admiral Stump who is now in Washington advises he can arrange direct 
defense transportation from Manila. 
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